SAN FRANCI SCO DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

GRADUATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

STATE UNIVERSITY

1600 Holloway Avenue, Burk Hall 156
San Francisco, CA 94132

Tel: 415/338-1161 sped@sfsu.edu
Fax: 415/338-0566  http://sped.sfsu.edu

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS GENERAL INFORMATION

DEADLINE: April 1% For Fall Semester Admission

Submit a University application through Cal State Apply: https://www.calstate.edu/apply
*Please note that the CSU Graduate Application must be submitted online on or before the
deadline regardless of what day the deadline falls.

Attending an Information Session

The Department of special Educaiton holds monthly metings on the first Wednesday of the
month. Our meetings are designed to inform prospective students of the best possible ways to
meet the requirements for admission into the program. Each session is held over zoom. Visit our
website https://sped.sfsu.edu/events-upcoming for the schedule and information on how to attend
our sessions.

Application Requirements

Requirements for ALL applicants:
'] Unoffiical transcripts from all colleges and universities attended
Obtained Bachelor’s Degree or higher prior to program attendance
Minimum GPA 3.0 overall in baccalaureate coursework
Personal Statement
Resume or Curriculum Vitae (CV)
Letters of Recommendation (Will be requested in online application)
Fingerprint Clearance w/ California CTC and Certificate of Clearance (COC)
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Master’s Specific Requirements:
[l Pre-Writing Admissions Assessment (Met through Personal Statement)

Teaching Credential Specific Requirements:
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'] Basic Skills Requirement (Met through Bachelor’s degree or higher from regionally
accredited University)

Admission Procedures

The complete admission process requires approximately 1-3 months from the application
deadline and includes the following steps:

- File review by Credential Program Faculty to select candidates for interview

- Interviews are conducted and recommednations for admission are forwarded to the
Division of Graduate Studies

- Candidates receive admissions decision letter from SF State Graduate Admissions; and

- If admitted, Candidates respond with Intent to Enroll by deadline stated in letter

CSU Graduate Applicatinon Requirements for Admission

1. Application: Apply on Cal State Apply’s Online Graduate/Post-Baccalaurate application:
https://www.calstate.edu/apply

In your extended profile, please make sure you have the following marked for the “Degree Goal”
section:

1. Degree Goal

% What degree, credential, program or certificate are you applying for?
First Bachelor's Degree (Seeking your first bachelor's degree and have not earned a prior bachelor's degree)
@  Second Bachelor’s Degree and Beyond (e.g. Master's, Teaching Credential, Certificate, Doctoral)

CSU Summer Arts

#* Please select one or more of the following degree goals.

Second Bachelor's Degree (already earned a bachelor's degree and are seeking another one)
+  Graduate (e.g. Master's, Doctoral) or Professional's Degree
+  Teaching and Service Credential Only (e.g. Single or Multiple Subject, Special Education, PPS, Librarian, Admin, CalStateTEACH)
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This will allow you to see all available programs offered by our Department.

- For Master’s Only, you will be seeing our application under “San Francisco Graduate”
and it will be titled “Special Education — MA Only”.
- For Credential’s Only, you will be seeing our application under “San Francisco
Credential”. And will have five (5) of the options below:
o Clinical or Rehabilitative Services Credential (CRS) in Orientation & Mobility
(O&M)
o Preliminary Education Specialist Instruction Credentials
= Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE)
= Extensive Support Needs (ESN)
= Mild to Moderate Support Needs (MMSN)
= Visual Impairments (TVI)
- For Master’s plus Credential, you will be seeing our application under “San Francisco
Graduate” and it will be titled “Special Education — Master’s & Credential”.
- For Graduate Certificate only applicants, you will find our applications in “San Francisco
Extension”.

2. FEE: There is a $70.00 fee for this application that is paid for at the end of your
application. Once you have completed all required fields and uploaded all required
documents, you are able to pay this fee.

3. Transcripts: Upload one (1) unofficial set of transcripts from every college or university
attended to your application. There will be a fields titled “unofficial transcripts” where
you can upload them.

4. English Test Requirement (Internationally Educated Applicants Only): All applicants for
post-baccalaureate and graduate study, regardless of citizenship, whose native language is
not English must demonstrate English language proficiency. To demonstrate your
English language ability, you should submit an accepted and official English score
assessment report to the Division of Gradaute Studies. If you earned a bachelor's or
master's degree from a country whose native language is English, the English language
testing requirement will be waived.You may use the following

o TOEFL iBT: minimum 550 PBT paper-based test OR minimum 80 on iBT
internet-based test

o IELTS: Overall band score of 6.5

PTE Academic: Academic overall score of 59

o DUOLINGO: Graduate Minimum 120
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

The following requirements are for ALL Special Education applicants:
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1. Cal State Apply Application: Complete all sections below and submit your application.

2. Degree: Applicants must have earned a bachelor’s degree or higher, except in secondary
education (i.e., secondary edcuation), from a regionally accredited college or university.
The degree must be awarded prior to enrolling in the credential program. If the degree is
not awarded at the time of the application deadline, applicants must proivde transcripts at
the time of application and submit updated transcripts once the degree has been awarded.

3. GPA: The minimum GPA accepted for ALL Special Education applicants is a 3.0. This
is assessed either through your overall GPA or the last 60 semester units/90 quarter units
of your baccalaureate coursework.

4. Personal Statement: Submit a 500 — 750 word essay, addressing the prompt below:

Upload an essay 500-750 words in length. Please respond to these these four questions when
formulating your essay:

1. Why do you want to enter the graduate special education program at SF State?

2. What personal attributes do you possess and/or identities do you hold that will contribute
to your success in a graduate special education program?

3. What experiences have you had that have prepared you to work in a collaborative
environment that seeks to advance equity and inclusion for individuals with disabilities,
both in general and specific to the program you are interested in joining?

4. What are your goals after you complete the graduate special education program?

The personal statement is used to determine if the individual’s experiences and professional
goals are aligned with the program. Further, the writing is assessed as a means to meet the
required Pre-Writing Assessment (PWA) Level 1 Graduate Studies requirement at SF State.

5. Letters of Recommendation: Submit at least two letters of recommendation. It is
preferred that letters come from indivudals who have observed and collaborated with you
in a profesional or educational setting. Additionally, it is recommended that the letters be
written by people who can comment on your experiences with people with disabilties
and/or in an educational setting. It is also appropriate to have recommendations from
those who can speak to your academic ability and potential for success in a graduate-level
program. Additional letters beyond the required two will also be accepted to augment the
application. Please be advise letter writers to upload scanned, signed letters on
letterhead to the Cal State Apply platform. After inputting their information on
your application, they will be sent an automated email with instructions on how to
upload it. Letters from relatives and letters more than five years old will not be accepted.

6. Resume or Curriculum Vitae: You may include information about your academic,
employment, and volunteer experiences that are pertinet to your application and program
objective.
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7. Pre-Writing Admissions Asssessment: Each graduate student must demonstrate the
ability to write English correctly and effectively. To assure that each graduate student has
the required proficiency in Written English, two distinct assessments are made by the
major departments: Level One and Level Two. The Level One requirement must be met
prior to admission. Level One is met through review of your written personal statement.

8. Fingerprint Clearance with California CTC: In accordance with California state law and
Education code, all teaching credential applicants must go through a background check.
All applicants must apply for a Certificate of Clearance with the Commission on
Teaching Credentialing (CTC) and submit their document number in their application.
Alternatively, you may submit the following documentation in lieu of the Certificate of
Clearance. Valid credential or permits issued by the CTC, including,

o Subsitute Permits,

Pre-intern Permits,

Short-term staff Permits,

Clear Credential,

Preliminary Credential,

Or Child Development Permit.
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9. Interview: Following initial screening and review of applicant files, program faculty will
select candidates to interview, based on the strengths of the application. Interviews will
be conducted by faculty selection committee to assess the applicant’s communication
skills and behaviors required to meet professional standards.

SPECIAL EDUCATION CREDENTIAL APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS

10. Processing Fee: There is a $25.00 non-refundable fee for this application. Please pay this
fee online via cashnet: https://commerce.cashnet.com/CGSC_ADM. CashNet charges a
2.75% nonrefundable fee for all debit/credit card transactions. Upload proof of payment
on Cal State Apply.

11. Basic Skills Requirement: The Basic Skills Requirement can now be met through a
bacherlor’s degree or higher that has been awarded to you by a regionally accredited
university. You will be showing proof of your academic degree through your transcripts.
International students are required to have a Foreign Transcript Evaluation to show that
their degree earned is equivalent to a bachelor’s degree or higher in the United States.
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